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In The Beginning 

 

Christian worship in Troon all started many centuries ago while 

Troon was still part of Dundonald Parish. 

In 1814, workers who were 

building the harbour and rail-
way line met in the open air 
for their worship services.  

They then rented a sail-loft in 
Portland Terrace before mov-
ing to their first dedicated 

church building in Barassie 
Street in 1822.   

 

This first building was called Secession Church.  This early church 
building was able to hold 300 people and became the home to the 
congregation which would ultimately become Troon Old, Troon St 

Meddans and Troon Portland Parish Church congregations. 

 

The congregation in the Barassie Street church lapsed after 1832 
due to financial difficulties.  In 1837, the Parish of Dundonald 
dived into three parishes, Dundonald Parish, Fullarton Parish and 

Troon Parish. 

 

Troon’s first Parish Minister was the Rev James Fleming, ordained 
in 1837.   

 

Troon had an established Church, but this didn’t last.   



The Disruption of the Scottish Church in 1843 saw the formation of 
a new congregation later to become known as Portland Church, part 

of the Free Church of Scotland.   

 

The Rev Robert Ross started this new congregation along with two 
Elders and their followers.  They occupied a two-storey building in 
Barassie Street.  The building also gave temporary sanctuary to the 

congregations of Troon Old and St Meddans.  It went on to be used 
as a school, a hospital, a Burgh Police Court and finally a neglected 
cleansing department store. 

In 1846, the Rev Robert Ross was succeeded by the Rev William 

Cowan.   

Troon’s population was expanding, and the 
little building was replaced by a new church 
building in Portland Street in 1856, seating 
450.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. William Cowan 

1846–1885 

 Free Church Portland street 

1856 -1914 



He was succeeded by the Rev William McGregor, 1885 - 1890, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

then by the Rev William MacKintosh 
McKay, 1890-1897,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and the Rev Alexander White, 1898-1905. 

 

Rev. W.M.MacGregor 

1885 -  1890 



In 1906, the Rev George Brander was or-
dained and inducted and the church build-

ing was proving too small with a congrega-
tional roll of almost 500.   

 

On the 13th of January 1911, the Deacons’ 
Court decided a new building was required.  

A suitable site on the corner of St Meddans 
Street and South Beach was found.   

 

By the August of 1911, the purchase of the 
property called “Auld Vale” was under negotiation and preparations 

were soon underway to obtain permission from Presbytery and the 
General Assembly to sell the Church and the Manse.  The new site 
would cost £1500, and the new building would cost £7000. 

By mid-April 1914, the new-build church was opened for inspection, 
seat-letting and dedication.  However, the outbreak of war in August 

1914 immediately affected both the church and those who wor-
shipped in it. 

On the 10th of Au-
gust 1914, the Dea-

cons’ Court agreed 
to grant the use of 
the hall to the Red 

Cross Society for 
use as a hospital.   

 



The old Portland Street Hall became a soldiers’ club and the minis-
ter, the Rev George Brander, felt that it was his duty to enlist as a 

private soldier and volunteered for service with the Scots Guard 
Regiment.  The members of Portland Church refused to accept his 
resignation and appointed the Rev Alex Crichton as locum.   

On the 9th of November 1915, news came that Private George 

Brander was missing in action.  It was later reported that he was a 
prisoner of war. 

The Rev Alex Crichton departed in 1916 and Portland Church was 
looked after by Interim Moderators until the arrival of the Rev L 

Clough who served from June 1916 until June 1917.  Thereafter, 
until hostilities ceased, The Rev Alexander Taylor from Ayr served 
as Interim Moderator. 

The sale of the old church and hall in Portland Street was complet-

ed in February 1918 for the grand sum of £1250. 

The Rev George Brander returned from the prisoner of war camp in 

March 1919.   

Shortly after his return, on the 6th of May 1919, a letter was re-
ceived from Mr A.E. Stephen offering to donate the stained-glass 
window that lights up the present-day church.  A dedication service 

took place on Easter day 1920 and the Memorial Roll of Honour on 
Armistice Sunday 1921. 

In 1922, the Rev George 
Brander intimated that had 
accepted a call from Highgate 

Presbyterian Church in Lon-
don.  So, by June 1922, Port-
land Church had an Interim 

Moderator and an eventful 
ministry of 16 years had 
come to an end. 



Within six months, in 1923, The Rev A. Gordon Stewart arrived.   

 

This coincided with the final 
stages in the search for a new 

manse which had been postponed 
due to the war.  The manse com-
mittee were instructed to make 

an offer not exceeding £3000 for 
“Broomfield” in South Beach.   

 

 

The Rev A.G. Stewart presided 
over his first Deacons’ Court 

meeting on the 23rd of January 
1923 and on the agenda was the 
purchase of the new manse for 

£2900 and consideration was given for the first time about using 

individual communion cups. 

This was the first time that the Free Church congregation had in-
ducted a minister of experience.  For all five predecessors, Troon 
had been their first charge and three had served the congregation 

less than ten years each.  The Rev A. G. Stewart served the congre-
gation for 35 years.   

Worthy of note is the dedication of the lectern as a memorial to 
those who fell in the second world war on Sunday the 11th of May 

1947.   

The Rev A.G. Stewart left Troon in 1958 signalling the end to a re-
markable ministry. 



The members of the vacancy committee, in 1958, were advised 
that an outstanding preacher called the Rev George B. Duncan 

was considering moving back to Scotland.  The vacancy commit-
tee heard him preach in Ayr and invited him to be Portland’s min-
ister in Troon.  For a period of six years, the members of Troon 

Portland Church were privileged to have in their pulpit one of the 
most outstanding preachers of his day. 

 

 

 

 

 

The year 1962 saw the ending 
of seat-rents, mainly because 

the congregation had grown to 
over 1000 and it was impossi-
ble to have any satisfactory 
system with only just under 

800 seats available in the 
church.   

 

It was in the same year that the Rev George B. Duncan suggested 
that better hall, cloakroom and toilet facilities were needed.  So, 

in 1964, the hall extension was completed to mark the 50th anni-
versary of the church building.   

The Jubilee Hall Memorial was dedicated over the weekend of 
18th and 19th of April 1962 and cost of the extension was £10000.  

A fitting legacy to an extraordinary ministry.   

Within the year, the Rev George B. Duncan accepted the call 
from the Tron Church in Glasgow and Portland was once again in 
vacancy. 

Rev George B. Duncan 

1959 - 1965 



The call to Portland Church was answered by the Rev J. Gordon 
Grant with his induction taking place on the 29th of September 1965.   

 

 

 

 

 

Once again, Portland Church was 

blessed with a very capable minister 
who served his congregation faithful-
ly for twenty-two years before 

preaching his farewell sermon on the 
1st of November 1987. 

 

 

 

On the 1st of June 1988, the Rev Ed-
ward J. Thomson was inducted as 
minister of Portland Church.   

He preached his farewell sermon on 

Sunday the 13th of August 1995 hav-
ing served the congregation of Troon 
Portland Church for 7 years.   

He departed Scotland to continue his 

ministry in the United States of 
America.  Portland, once again, en-
tered a period of vacancy. 

 

Rev. J. Gordon Grant 

1965 - 1987 



Guided by the Rev Fraser Aitken, as 
Interim Moderator, Portland’s Nomi-

nating Committee extended their 
search for a new minister to the Unit-
ed States of America and on the 7th of 

May 1996, Ayr Presbytery sustained 
the “call” to the Rev Dr Robert Bar-
din who was inducted as minister of 

Portland Church on the 26th of June 
1996.   

1997 was a busy year with an Elders’ 
Retreat at the Cathedral of the Isles 

in Millport organised in May and a 
Waverley sail to Iona in June to sup-
port the Rev Dr Robert Bardin who 
had been invited to preach in Iona 

Abbey.  Portland Church was devastated to receive a letter from the 
Rev Dr Robert Bardin which was read out to the congregation on 
Sunday the 1st of May 1998.  He demitted his post for personal rea-

sons and moved back to the United States of America.  Portland 
was, once again, in vacancy. 

 

The Rev Jack Andrew was appointed as Interim Moderator and a 
Nominating Committee formed to search for a new minister.   

The call was answered by the Rev Ronald M.H. Boyd who 

preached as Sole Nominee on the 19th of July 1998 and was induct-
ed as minister of Portland Parish Church on the 29th of September 
1998. 

 



Rev. Ronald M. H. Boyd 

1998 - 2010 

By the start of 1999, thoughts were focussed on celebrating the 

new millennium.  Ongoing fundraising had raised £43,700 and 

plans to build an extension, the Millennium Room, came to com-

pletion in October 1999.  The dedication service of the Millenni-

um Room took place on Sunday the 9th of January 2000.  The total 

money raised for the project reached £52,003 which met the cost 

along with a substantial donation of £21,000 to the Malcolm Sar-

gent Trust during the morning service on the 10th of September 

2000.   

The October of 2001 brought a groundbreaking joint Kirk Session 

meeting with all three Churches of Scotland. The agenda included 
a Youth Worker for Troon and Dundonald, joint church work in 
Meadowgreen and joint elder training.   

In 2003, the first Youth Worker for Troon and Dundonald was ap-

pointed.  The Open Golf Championship came to Troon in 2004 
and Junior Golf + proved to be a very successful Christian out-
reach initiative for the young people of Troon.   

In 2006, the church said a sad farewell to our Youth Worker as he 

left to take up a new post in the United States of America.  A new 
Youth Worker was appointed in September 2006 and the good 
work continued until she left in 2008.  Thereafter the position of 
Youth Worker was filled by a voluntary arrangement.   

The Rev Ronald M.H. Boyd demitted 

his post in August 2010 after twelve 
years of Christian leadership and fel-
lowship as Minister at Portland Church.   

Once again, Portland was in vacancy. 



The Rev Glenda Keating was appointed as Interim Moderator and 

Ayr Presbytery gave Portland Church permission, in November 

2010, to call a minister.  A Nominating Committee was formed, and 

a Sole Nominee invited to preach to the congregation on Sunday the 

17th of April 2011.  However, the Sole Nominee declined to accept 

the post of Minister at Portland Parish Church.  This came as a 

shock, and it materialised that he had also declined to accept a simi-

lar offer from another church in Ayr Presbytery. 

 

The Rev Kenneth Yorke was appointed 

as Interim Moderator and, once again, 

another Nominating Committee was 

formed, and a Sole Nominee found.   The 

Rev Jamie Milliken  preached as Sole 

Nominee on Sunday the 25th of Septem-

ber 2011 and accepted the post as Minis-

ter at Portland Parish Church.   

The Rev Jamie Milliken was inducted as 

Minister of Portland Parish Church on the 

3rd of November 2011.   

 

 

In 2013, the church organ was given a 

major overhaul and completely restored 

at a cost of over £80,000.  This cost was 

met by fundraising and a substantial do-

nation from a member of the congrega-

tion.   



Portland Church celebrated its Centenary Year in 2014 with a se-
ries of concerts spread through the year.   

 

 

 

 

 

The very Rev John Chalmers (Moderator Designate 

at the time), son of a former Session Clerk to Port-
land Kirk Session, preached on Sunday the 5th of Oc-
tober 2014 and dedicated a Date Stone placed above 

the west front door.   

 

The Rev Jamie Milliken confirmed his appointment as Chaplain to 
the Royal Navy Reserve.  In 2015, a new Youth Worker was ap-
pointed but offered her resignation at the end of the year to take up 
an appointment in an Edinburgh school.   

 

On Sunday the 26th of March 2017, the Congregation met to con-

sider a resolution from the Kirk Session of Portland Church to 
adopt the Unitary Constitution as issued by the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland.  This passed with an overwhelming ma-

jority and the Congregational Board ceased to exist.   

 

The Rev Jamie Milliken demitted his post as Minister of Portland 
Church on the 6th of May 2018, following a successful interview 
with the Royal Navy Chaplaincy Service, having served the con-

gregation of Portland Church for six and a half years. 

 



Once again, Portland Church found itself without a Minister.  Ayr 
Presbytery appointed an Elder from Alloway Church, Mr Bill Dun-

can, as Interim Moderator.   

Portland Church expected Ayr Presbytery to give permission to call 
a Minister, but this proved not to be the case.   

In October 2018, Ayr Presbytery suspended the Presbytery Plan and 
instructed the three Churches of Scotland in Troon to pursue a link-

age.  This was rescinded at the Presbytery meeting in March 2019 
because the correct procedure had not been adopted.  Portland 
Church remained in limbo – not allowed to call a Minister.   

In October 2019, The Rev Jack Brown intimated that he would be 

resigning as locum minister having served the congregation for 
eighteen months.  A temporary locum minister, the Rev Eddie 
Simpson, was appointed during November and December 2019 and 

the Rev Mary Elizabeth Prentice-Hyers accepted the invitation to be 
the locum minister for Portland Church starting in January 2020.  
The Rev Mary Elizabeth Prentice-Hyers, or Mel as she was fondly 
called, served Portland Church through the COVID-19 years until 

leaving with her family to return to the United States in July 2022.  
The Rev Gillean Richmond was appointed by Presbytery in Septem-
ber 2022 to act as locum minister for Portland Church and Troon 

Old Church which had fallen into vacancy with the departure of 
their minister, the Rev David Prentice-Hyers. 

 

Rev Mary Elizabeth Prentice-Hyers 

Locum Minister 

2020 - 2022 



The Presbytery Plan instructed a union of all three churches of 

Scotland in Troon and from the first of July 2024, Portland Church 

will become part of Troon Church of Scotland. 

We owe a tremendous debt to all who, over the years, were glad to 
devote their time, talents and enthusiasm towards the running of a 

successful church family.  They served the church because they 
felt it a privilege to do so, with no thought of reward or recogni-
tion.  We give God the thanks for our past and into God’s hands 

we place our future. 

Portland U. F. Church 

1913 

Written by 

Mr John Reid 

Session Clerk 

2006 - 2024 



Free Church 

Portland Street 

1856 - 1914 

Portland Parish Church of Scotland 

1914– 2024 


